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Dear colieagues

| was very pleased to find Iragi Marshlands Project named amongst the winners of
this year's UN 21 Award Prize.

Working under difficult conditions, you have helped to demonstrate how
environment is important to reconstruction efforis in a post conflict situation — and have
done so in a manner that today makes us all proud.

Satellite images UNEP launched in 2001 brought to world attention the scale and
pace of environmental degradation of the Fabled Marshlands of Mesopotamia and the
plight of the Marsh Arabs. Since 2004, when you as a team started work in the Marshiands
to restore the ecosysiems and provide water to some 85,000 people, over 60% of the
Marshlands have water again and up to 22,000 people have access to safe drinking water

again.

This is why the UNEP SMT picked the Iraq Marshlands for the Baobab Award, and
perhaps one of the many reasons why the rest of the UN is recognizing your work with the
UN 21 Awards.

The win speaks volumes about your belief, hard work, creativity and dedication.
This achievement honors UNEP and many other individuals outside the institution.

Weill done!
4 With best wishes
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