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ECOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF THARTHAR ARM ON
TIGRIS RIVER: D-BENTHIC ALGAE.

Ali A. Al-Lami, Khadum A. A. Muhsin, Inmar W. Sabri and Suaad Khadum.
ABSTRACT

Benthic algae in Tharthar arm and river Tigris were investigated. Four sampling

stations were selected, two in the arm and two in the river before and after the point of
discharge. Samples were collected monthly for 15 months starting from October 1996. A
total of 112 taxa were identified. Diatoms were the dominant group represented by 100
taxa. The population density and chlorophyll-a were higher in the arm. The annual densities
were 533.9X10° ind./cm? in the arm and 243 X10* ind./cm? in the river, while, chlorophyll-
a was 0.25ug/cm’ in the arm and 0.12pg/cm? in the river. The dominant species were
Achnanthes minutissima, Nitzschia palea and Cyclotella ocellata. Statistical analysis
indicates almost similar species diversities and significant differences in population
densities between the arm and river flora.
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Station Tharthar Arm Tigris River
Taxa 1 2 3 3
CYANOPHYCEAE
Microcysstis sp. 0.08(.01)1 1.6(.36)1
Oscillatoria 8.48(1.38)6 3.92(.87)5 0.16(.07)2 .08(.03)1
-tenuis Ag. 2.72(.44)3 0.16(.04)2 1.12(.48)1
Spirulina major Kotz 0.08(.02)1
Total 11.28(1.8)3 5.76(1.28) 1.28(.55) 0.08(.03)
EUGLENOPHYCEAE
Phacus sp. 0.08(.02)1
BACILLARIOPHYCEAE
Centrales >
'S‘f""“’“"" granulata (Ehr) | ¢ 41 04yg 5.95(1.32)7 4.4(1.88)7 2.64(1.05)6
imonsen
Cosinodiscus lacustris Grun. 0.32(.07)1 0.4(.17)5 0.08(.03)1
Cyclotella kuetzingiana Thw. 0.8(.18)4 0.08(.03)1
-meneghiniana Kotz 3.68(.6)4 1.12(.25)2 2.72(1.16)4 0.8(.32)1
-ocellata Pant 65.28(10.6)12 13.8(3.05)11 35.2(15)9 44.6(17.71)9
-stelligera Cl. Et Grun. 0.08(.01)1 : .
Stephanodiscus astrea 1.12(.18)5 0.08(.02)1 2.8(1.19)7 0.88(.35)2
Pennales
Achnanthes sp. 12(2)3 2(.44)3 0.16(.07)2 1.840.73)5
-lanceolata (Bréb.) Grun. 41.12(6.67)9 37.4(8.28)8 0.88(.38)1 . 6.16(2.45)5
-minutissima Ktz 21.8(3.54)9 13.3(2.95)6 11.4(4.85)11 - 11.5(4.58)10
Amphiprora alata (Ehr.) Kotz 0.16(.03)2
Amphora sp. 25.4(4.11)10 15.8(3.5)10 2(.85)3 8.8(3.5)6
-coffeae formis (Ag.) Kotz 9.84(1.6)7 1.76(.39)3 0.24(.1)3 1.28(.51)3
-ovalis Kiitz 21.7(3.52)8 2.56(.57)3 0.24(.1)3 1.12(.45)2
-veneta Ktz 25.1(4.07)10 15.4(3.41)10 1.68(.72)3 3.44(1.374
Anomoeoneis exilis Kitz 5.28(.86)6 2.8(.62)5 1.76(.75)3 0.96(.38)3
Bacillaria paradoxa Gmel 0.72(.12)1 g 0.88(.38)2 ~0.8(.32)1
Caloneis sp. 4.56(.74)7 1.68(.37)3 0.88(.35)2
-permagna (Bail.) Cl. 0.08(.01)1 0.32(.07)1 0.08(.03)1 0.4(.16)1
Campylodiscus sp. 0.08(.01)1
-clypeus 0.08(.01)1 0.88(.2)2 0.8(.34)1
Cocconeis pediculus Her. 10.8(1.75)8 0.8(.18)!1 4.08(1.74)6 0.88(.35)2
-placentula Ehr. 2.56(.42)4 0.96(.21)3 0.08(.03)1
-var. euglypta (Ehr.) Cl. 5.12(.83)7 2.48(.55)5 4(1.71)5 3.84(1.53)6
-var. lineata (Ehr.) Cl. 3.2(.52)6 3.04(.67)6 1.76(.75)4 0.8(.32)1
Cymatopleura . .
elliptica(Bréb)W. Smith e
-solea (Bréb.) W. Smith 1.12(.18)3 2.64(.59)2 0.16(.07)2 0.88(.35)2
Cymbella affinis Ktz 0.88(.14)2 4.48(.99)4 5.84(2.5)5 4.08(1.624
-aspera (Her.) Cl. 1.68(.72)3 1.6(.64)1
~cistula (hemp.) Grun 0.08(.01)!1 0.08(.02)1 0.96(.41)3 1.68(.67)3
-microcephala Grun 23(3.74)8 14.3(3.18)6 2.03(.89)4 3.44(1.37)4
-obtusiuscula K0tz Grun 8.8(1.43)10 8.96(1.99)4 1.68(.72)3 2.8(1.11)6
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Station Tharthar Arm Tigris River

Taxa 1 P 3 3
-parva (W. Smith) Kirchn 2.4(.39)3 0.8(.18)1 0.08(.03)1 1.68(.67)3
-prostrata (Bréb.) Cl. 0.08(.03)1

-pusilla Grun 18.32(2.97)9 16.2(3.6)5 1.84(.79)4 7.92(3.15)8
-sinuata 0.08(.01)1 0.8(.34)1

-ventricosa Kitz. .88(.14)2 0.8(.18)1 1.92(.82)3 1.68(.67)3
. elongatum (Lyngb.) | 4 96 16)3 3.28(1.4)5 32(127)5
-vulgare Bery 5.2(.84)4 3.28(.73)4 8.56(3.65)9 5.44(2.16)7
Diploneis ovalis(Hilse)Cl 2.4(.53)3

-pseudovalis Hust 0.08(.02)1 0.08(.03)1

Epithemia sorex Kiitz 0.16(.03)2 0.08(.03)1
-zebra (Her.) Kotz 0.08(.01)1 0.08(.02)1

Fragilaria acus Ktz 0.8(.13)1 1.6(.36)2 1.6(.64)2
—construens (Ehr.) Grun 13.2(2.14)6 | 148(3.28)4 0.8(34)1 1.04(41)4
-ulna (Nitzsch.) Ehr. 272(.44)6 1.92(.43)3 5.6(2.39)9 4.72(1.88)7
—vaucheriae(KUtz) Peters 2.88(47)6 2.56(.57)5 5.282.25)8 1.2(43)6
Gomphoneis olivacea (Hom.) _ - ) -
e om) | 168272 0.88(.2)2 1.04(.44)4 0.16(.06)2
(G}é’(;'l'zp)"‘g:g:"’ angusianim 1.44(.23)5 1.36(.3)4 2.88(1.23)5 4.8(1.91)5
—constricutum Her. 0.48(.08)2 0.08(0.03)1 0.8(32)1
-intricatum Ktz 0.08(.03)1 0.8(.32)1 .
Gyrosigma acuminatum (Katz) |- 1.68(.27
Rabh ) o] - L68(.27)3 1.76(.394 1.04(.44)3 0.24(.1)3
-atlenuatum 0.96(.16)3 0.8(.18)1 0.8(3H1 - 0.08(.03)1
-peisonis (Grun) Hust - 3.36(.55)4 0.88(.2)1 1.04(.44)1

-spencerii (W. Smith)Cl 4.24(.69)5 1.92(.43)4 4.88(2.08)6 0.16(.06)2
g‘r’:f‘c'““ amphiogm (Bhe) |, ooy 0.32(07)4 1.76(.75)3 1.04(41)4
Mastogloia smithii Thw. Et

W Smith 0.08(.01)1 1.04(.234 0.08(.03)1
Navicula sp. 7.68(1.25)8 14(3.1)8 5.52(2.35)9 6.8(2.7)5
-anglica Ralfs 13.4(2.17)8 7.04(1.56)5 2.08(.83)3
-crucicula (W. Smith) Donkin 0.96(.21)2 1.76(.75)4

-cryptocephala Kotz 45(7.3)13 62(13.8)12 16.9(7.2)11 37.8(15)10
-var. veneta (Kttz) Cl. 23.2(3.76)10 27.2(6.03)7 5.2(2.22)4 10(3.98)7
-gracilis Her. . 1.76(.29)3 0.88(.2)2 0.16(.07)2

~orimmei Krasske 10.8(1.75)3 5.84(1.3)4 1.68(.72)3 432(1.72)3
-parva (Menegh.) Cl. 22.6(3.67)5 5.04(1.12)3 2.64(1.13)3 2.08(.83)3
-radiosa Kitz 118(1.92)8 1.04(.23)4 1.84(.79)4 0.96(.38)3
-tuscula Her. 0.32(.05)1 0.08(.02)1

Neidium dubium 0.08(0.01)1

Nitzschia acicularis W.Smith 0.8(.18)1 0.8(.34)1 0.08(.03)1
-amphibia Grun 0.08(.01)1 1.68(.37)2 2(.85)4 5.04(2.01)5
-apiculata (Greg.) Grun. 8.32(1.35)5 6.8(1.51)5 3.44(1.47)4 0.16(.06)2
-angustata (W. Smith) Grun. 3.6(.58)7 2.56(.57)4 1.6(.68)2 1.68(.67)2
-clausii Hant. 0.56(.09)3 1.76(.39)5 1.52(.65)3 0.88(.35)1
-dissipata (Kutz) Grun. - 2.72(44)4 3.36(.75)4 2.8(1.19)4 1.76(.7)3
-dubia W.Smith . 0.8(.13)1

-frustulum (Ktz) Rabh 3.36(.55)2 4.08(.91)3 0.88(.38)2 0.08(.03)1
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Station Tharthar Arm Tigris River !
Taxa 1 2 3 4 _5
-gracilis Hant. 0.16(.06)2 s
-granulata Grun. '9.2(2.04)6 0.96(.41)3 !
-hungarica Grun. 0.8(.18)1 .
-longissima (Bréb.) Ralfs 0.08(.03)!
-lorenziana Grun. 0.72(.12)2 1.92(.43)3 i
-microcephala Grun. 0.8(.13)1 0.96(.22)2 S
-obtusa W.Smith 0.8(.13)! 0.8(.34)1
-palea (Ktitz) W. Smith 59.3(9.61)11 53.3(11.8)10 36.6(15.6)13 26.8(10.7)12
-punctata (W. Smith) Grun. 0.88(.14)2 1.68(.37)2 0.08(.03)1 0.88(.35)2 It
-romana Grun. 1.52(.25)2 1.92(.43)2 0.88(.38)2 0.08(.03)1 ;
-sigma (Katz) W. Smith 0.08(.02)1 0.08(.03)1 ;
-sigmoidea (Ehr.) W. Smith 0.88(.14)2 1.28(.28)2 |  0.96(.41)3 0.16(.06)2
Tryblionella Hant. 5.68(.92)2 13.8(3.05)3 1.76(.75)4 1.36(.54)5
Pinnularia sp. 9.92(1.61)7 1.76(.39)3 + 1.68(.72)2 2.48(.99)4 i
-lundii 4.32(.7)!1 0.08(.02)1 ’ i
-microstauron (Ehr.) Cl. 4.08(.66)4 0.88(.2)1 0.83(.38)1 3
é’;:;coSPhe"’“ curvata (KO&) |1 9809134 B 6.4(2.73)7 2.4(.96)3 !
Rhopalodia gibberula 0.08(.0D1 0.08(.02)1 . ¢
Stauroneis sp. 2.56(.42)3 1.6(.36)1 0.16(.07)2 i
Surirella sp. 1.52(.25)3 -1.12(.25)2 ¢ 0.8(.34)1 0.08(.03)1 1
-angustata Kotz ; v =33 0.8(.34)1 2
-ovalis (Bréb.) 1.6(.26)1 0.96(.21)3 -0.8(.34)!1 0.08(.03)1 1
-ovata Kotz 1.12(.18)5 0.08(.02)1 0.16(.06)2 1
-tenera 0.08(.02)1 - r
Total 6.5.3(98.1) 443.8(98.4) - 232.2(99.05) 251.4(99.9)
CHLOROPHYCEAE - !
Ankistrodesmus facatus 0.08(.02)1 1
Coelastrum astroideum 0.08(.01)1 0.08(.02)1 !
—reticulatum 0.08(.01)1 0.08(.03)1 i
Consmarium sp. 0.08(.01 0.08(.03)1 !
-hammerii 0.8(.34)1 ;
QOedogonium sp. 0.8(.19)1 1
Pediastrum simplex. 0.4(.091
Total 0.24(.03) 1.36(.3) 0.96(.4)
Total Benthic algae 616.82 451 2344 251.48
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