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DESIGN GUIDE  
 

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 

91cmx122cm presentation poster. You can use it to 

create your research poster and save valuable time 

placing titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.  

 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide 

you through the poster design process and answer your 

poster production questions. To view our template 

tutorials, go online to PosterPresentations.com and 

click on HELP DESK. 

 

When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com 

 

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001 

 
 

QUICK START 
 

Zoom in and out 
 As you work on your poster zoom in and out to 

the level that is more comfortable to you. Go 

to VIEW > ZOOM. 

 

Title, Authors, and Affiliations 
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of 

the authors, and the affiliated institutions. You can type or 

paste text into the provided boxes. The template will 

automatically adjust the size of your text to fit the title box. 

You can manually override this feature and change the size of 

your text.  

 

TIP: The font size of your title should be bigger than your 

name(s) and institution name(s). 

 

 

 

 

Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can 

insert a logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, 

copy and paste or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos 

taken from web sites are likely to be low quality when 

printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look like 

on the final poster and make any necessary adjustments.   

 

TIP: See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster 

templates page. 

 

Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your 

desktop, copy and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. 

Resize images proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key 

and dragging one of the corner handles. For a professional-

looking poster, do not distort your images by enlarging them 

disproportionally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If 

they look good they will print well.  
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QUICK START (cont. )  
 

How to change the template color theme 
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going 

to the DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color 

theme of your choice. You can also create your own color 

theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also manually change the color of your background by 

going to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on 

the master be sure to go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue 

working on your poster. 

 

How to add Text 
The template comes with a number of pre-

formatted placeholders for headers and 

text blocks. You can add more blocks by 

copying and pasting the existing ones or by 

adding a text box from the HOME menu.  

 

 Text size 
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you 

have to present.  

The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow 

the conference requirements. 

 

How to add Tables 
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu 

and  click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you 

select rows and columns.  

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another 

PowerPoint document. A pasted table may need to be re-

formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, 

Margins. 

 

Graphs / Charts 
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel 

or Word. Some reformatting may be required depending on 

how the original document has been created. 

 

How to change the column configuration 
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to 

see the column options available for this template. The 

poster columns can also be customized on the Master. VIEW > 

MASTER. 

 

How to remove the info bars 
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have 

finished your poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be 

included. You can also delete them by going to VIEW > 

MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to match the 

Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can 

also delete them from the Slide Master. 

 

Save your work 
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, 

save as PowerPoint or “Print-quality” PDF. 

 

Print your poster 
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 

PosterPresentations.com and click on the “Order Your Poster” 

button. Choose the poster type the best suits your needs and 

submit your order. If you submit a PowerPoint document you 

will be receiving a PDF proof for your approval prior to 

printing. If your order is placed and paid for before noon, 

Pacific, Monday through Friday, your order will ship out that 

same day. Next day, Second day, Third day, and Free Ground 

services are offered. Go to PosterPresentations.com for more 

information. 
 

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon.  
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            Ecuador harbors an exceptional biodiversity, reaching its peak in the eastern 

Amazonian Region. Ecuador emphasized the ecological but also economical and societal 

values of its biodiversity and the necessity to preserve it together with the development of 

sustainable mechanisms to valorize it for present and future benefit and the country 

economy.  

            Today, many local ecosystems are still poorly inventoried as far as their biodiversity 

is concerned, and some groups of organisms, such as the fungi, remain scarcely 

investigated. Fungi constitute a major clade of biodiversity. Their ecological significances 

are incalculable, as they play key ecological roles, participating in ecosystems functioning 

and equilibrium (recycling carbon, plant production, plant diversity). Fungi associated to 

plants are important components of the fungal diversity. Fungi and plant have developed 

specific to generalist interactions.  

              Issues in mycology, culture collection, plant ecology and ecosystem conservation 

delineated a project which global objective is to improve the knowledge of ecosystems 

functioning, through the study of plant-fungi interactions at the rhizosphere level in various 

natural or disturbed areas or botanical groups. 

 

GENERAL OBJECTIVE : 

Improvement in the knowledge of ecosystems functioning through in-situ 

and ex-situ studies of plant- fungi interactions, to contribute to their 

sustainable management and valorization of their fungal component in 

environmental or economic sectors. 
 

OBJECTIVES: 

INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES 

1. Studies of diversity of non-mycorrhizal root endophytic and 
saprotrophic fungi associated with plant communities’ naturally re-

colonizing oil ponds in the Amazonian areas. 

 

2. Diversity of arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi associated with plants 
communities naturally recolonizing oil ponds in the amazonian areas 

3. Studies of orchid mycorrizal fungi, molecular r identification and 
eco-physiology  
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Reinforcement of the fungal expertise in Ecuador via case studies of fungal plants interactions in 
selected ecosystems and the development of biotechnology-oriented fungal resource centres. 

 

Earth and Life Institute  

BCCM/MUCL 

Prof. Dr Stéphane Declerck 

Mycothèque de l'Université catholique de 

Louvain 

Visiting address: 

Croix du Sud 3 

Building Kellner, 1st floor 

B-1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 

The loam layer is rather superficial, the 

plants that are growing locally have their 

root system partly immersed in crude oil. 

 

The strains of fungi were isolated from the 

rhizosphere and roots of plant growing in a 

superficial layer of organic debris covering 

two oil-polluted ponds located at Charapa 

camp, Province of Sucumbíos. 

 

The study was carried out on two sites in tropical 

mountain rainforest area in southern Ecuadorian 

Andes Podocarpus National Park along Loja 

and Zamora Chinchipe road.  

Sites were selected based on orchids distribution 

previously confirmed on field. Sampling was 

focused in epiphytic orchid species, Cyrtochilum 

flexuosum, Cyrtochilum myanthum and 

Maxillaria calantha distributed along a hectare 

from each site  

• Isolate pure strains of   orchid mycorrhizal 

fungi  (OMF) 

• Identify OMF by DNA analysis 

• Carry out in situ experiments to stimulate 

orchid symbiotic germination and seedling 

establishment. 

 

Imagen de un pozo contaminado en Taraco, Ecuador, 
en 2007. / REUTERS 

Site of sampling : Charapa camp. (Pond 1) 

Oil exploitations in eastern Amazonian 

Ecuador, since decades have generated large 

pollution. The "oil pounds” resulted from  

either pipeline leakages or voluntary 

discharges of bad quality crude. 

These ponds, left abandoned for 

year, were progressively covered by 

leaf litter and woody debris, 

developing a superficial layer of 

loam; this loam layer have favoured 

plant establishments. 

Site of sampling : Charapa camp. (Pond 1) 

Eastern Amazonian Ecuador 

Root’s staining for quantification of 

mycorrhization  

 

Trap plant culture (roots inoculum) 

 

Oil activities generate, however, large pollution, aquatic and terrestrial, and 

represents one of the major threats  to the biologically-rich ecosystems. 
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