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24 June 1974 

Dear Dr. Verschuren, 

I am in the process of revising the Red Data sheet for the 
lechwe Kobus leche; a copy of the current draft of the 
revision is enclosed. I would be extremely grateful if 
you could provide me with information on the present status 
of the species in Zaire. Please do not hesitate to reply in 
French. 

Your help would be very greatly appreciated. 

Yours sincerely, 

zft~w~gEcologist, Research 
and Planning Group 
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LECmlE 

Kobus 1eche Gray, 1850 

Order ARTIODACTYL A Family BOVIDAE 

STAIUS - Vulnerable. Depleted and continuing to decrease in numbers. The 
species is not yet in danger of extinction but its future will depend on protection! 
of the s\Vampy habitat 'in vhich it exists and on careful management. Three races I 
are recognized: the red lechwe K•. 1. leche (Gray, 1850); black lechwe K. 1. smith 
emani (Lydekker, 1900); and the Kafue lech\-Te K. l. kafuensis (Haltenorth:- 1963). 
Of these the red lech"le is the most wi.despread and presumab ly most abundant, v7here
as the black lechwe has been most seriously depleted . 

DISTRIBUTION From northern South \.Jest Africa and Bots,-Tana, the Caprivi Strip, 
southeastern Angola and Zambia into southern Zaire . Hithin this range the black 
lech've was confined to the vicinity of the Bangweulu S'vamp and the Chambesi river 
in Zambia, perhaps also extending to Lake M",eru, whereas the Kafue lechHe was 
found along the flats of the Kafue river and'perhaps the Lukanga river . (1;4;7) 

~~~__~_I_R_e~ .!..echwe: Angola: Only reports prior to 1932 available ,\Thich indicate it 
occurs along t he Cubango, Cuito and Longa rivers, draining into Okavango Sv]amp. ~ 
Bots,vana: Okavango SvJamp including the Moremi Game Reserve, also in the Chobe 
National Park. South Hest Africa: In the Okavango and Chobe areas of the Caprivi 
Strip. Zambia: Busanga plains north of Kafue National Park. Perhaps scattered 
populations remain in other wet areas . Zaire: No data. Black lech'ie: Confined 
to Bangweulu SHamp in Zambia. Kafue lechwe: Restricted to the Kafue flats in 
Zambia . (1;2;4;5;8) 

POPULATION All sub-species have undergone marked declines in population, att.. ri.b- I 
'utea lon part: to uncontrolled market nuntlong and SuU51.:5tcnce hunt::.ng and 1.n part. Lu ,I d .,. ,...... n"'" • ., ... ., , , 1 .., h · -, ,a e.creasc ~n nao~t:aL.~ l.'-.ea .!.ccn\;e : stl.l.l. rc:asonaulY C:';'l~unc..unt. l.n ';uC Ui{aVaneO an~; 

Chobe area~ but drastically rcduc~d in the Caprivi Stri p. Ansell (1960) repor ted 
for Zambia 250 lechvle in the Busanga and Ha50zhi areas; 150 on the Luswishi r l.ver, 

1500 on Chi~H!flgd I::;ldud. 1.000 UIl i..h~ Si.liIdrdlld .Lldi;::; dnu unKnuwn IlUllluerS E!l::;t;!wll<::re. 
lIn 196'6, ho~.;re';er, no lech~,e ~]ere seen on Chisenga Islands but 600 "~Jere observed in 
'the Lukanga Suamp. By 1971 the Busanga flats populations had increased to 1,500 
but no other estimates of numbers for Zambia were available. The situation in 
Angola and Zaire is not knmvu. Black l echHe : Bell and Grimsdell (1973) have 
revievled the dec line of the black lechHe populations from rough ly 600,000 in 1922
24 (even following the slaughter of the First World War) to approximately 16,000 . 
in 1971, (their estimate being based on a series of total aerial censuses since 
1969). They conclude that peripheral sections of the population are still declining 
at an appreciable rate. Kafue 1ech'Ne: Bell et a1. (19/3) have similarly revieHed 
the history of the Ka[ue lechwe populations, They estimate present populations to 
be 93,975 c-.t 9.1%) based on aerial stratified sampling in 1970-72, and conclude 
that earlier populations have not greatly exceeded the present total, although 
the range has been much reduced. Red and black lechve populations, hm.;rever, 
have undoubtedly been reduced by overhunting. (1;2;3;5) 

HABITAT "C losely confined to inundated floodplain and sha1low ,.;rater areas on 
the fringes of s,,,amp or rivers and narrm"ly on the adjoining dry floodplains". 
This habitat is destroyed by flooding (e.g, construction of dams and reservoirs), 
or damaged by prolonged drought or the disappearance of permanent streams as a 
result of land abuse. All of the~e factors operate throughout its range . . In 
Botswana, drying up of previously ·~t areas has seriously restricted the r ~nse 

lof the red lechHe. The black l et-hw'e arc v:ell belou the carrying capacity of their 
range as a result of uncontrolled hunting; the Kafue lechwe populations, on the 
other hand, appear to be limi ted by food availabi H ty at the height of the floods 
and shoH signs of extreme nutritional stre"s during these periods. On the Kafue 
flats, some 250,000 cattle compete for ~razing in the dry season (July-December) 
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and the flooding regime has been subjected to interference by two hydro-electric 
dams, one at the outlet to the flood plain (Kafue Gorge, completed ~n 1971) and 
one at the inlet (Iteshi-Teshi, to be completed in 1982). Hhen both are in 
operation the Hater regime of the flats 'tvi 11 be completely controlled and will 

I 
I 

r educe the area of optimum 10t-1 flood grazing . (2; 3;8) 

CONSERV~ION }lliASURES TAKEN In theory, this species is protected from· 
u nrestricted hunting throughout its range. In practice, this protection is 
difficult to enforce . The black lechHe has had total protection since 1945. 
Th e red lechwe is well protected in Chobe National Park and the Horemi Game 
Reserve of Bots'tvana and in the Busanga area of Kafue National Park. The Kafue 
l eclme is nO\07 protected in t'tvO ne'tv Zambian national parks 'tvhich contain half 
t he present population. 

CONSERVATION }1EASURES PROPOSED More effective game law enforcement, better 
l a n d management to maintain stream f1mv, and protection of the major areas of 
lechwe habitat from development. For the black lechvle, a management plan has 
not., been prepared for the Bangueulu area. A new National Park (to include the 
main 't·ret season concentration areas of lech't·;e) strictly controlled sport hunting 
i n the Ballgweu 1,1 r,iUJ1P- Mana.gEn.e.nt Are.a~t.ectio.tl.-of to '" 'P..a..~eulu~~n-:t-and -I 
increases in anti-poaching operations have all been recommended. The black 
lechHe populations should not be cropped until they reach 100 1 000 . ( 2) 
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